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para, who received them in a very friendly manner, and sent    CHAP.
a message to Cabral that he might either purchase spices      IV"
for money  or give merchandise in exchange   for them,      AD
;ffs was  most convenient to  him.    Cabral  was  in every    1500.
respect much  pleased  with  the   Eaja   of Cochin, who,
although much less wealthy than the Zamorin, and conse-
quently not living in so much state, was greatly superior
to him in every other respect, being honest in his dealings
and intelligent and truthful in his conversation.

Cochin was at this time described as a long, low, sandy
island covered with cocoa-nut trees, and divided by a deep
river, a quarter of a mile broad, from the neighbouring
island of Vypin. Passing up this river for half-a-mile,
a wide expanse of backwater appeared, which extended
for about 100 miles north and south. The town of
Cochin was small and situated close to the river,
and in it was the Raja's palace (where Matancherri
now stands), by no means an imposing edifice, and badly
furnished. A few Moors resided there, and possessed
better houses than those of the native population, which
were merely composed of mats, with mud walls and roofs
thatched with leaves. At this period no buildings were
allowed to be constructed of stone or brick, and tiled,
excepting temples and palaces; but Moorish merchants
were permitted to surround their buildings with stone
walls for the security of their merchandise.

The Kaja suggested that to avoid any misunderstand-
ing, and to create mutual confidence, it would be best
for him to send Nair hostages on board the fleet. This
was accordingly done, the Nairs being exchanged for
others every morning and evening, as they could not eat
*on board without violating some religious rules. An
Alliance of friendship was signed, and the Portuguese
'promised Trimumpara to instal him, at some future date,
as Zamorin, and to add Calicut to his dominions. A
factory was then given to the Portuguese, in which
Gil Barbosa was placed as factor, with six